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How to keep that IIT dream alive  
Hindustan Times (Mumbai), Pravin Tyagi,md, Iitian’s PACE 

Starting this week, we take a look at how you can ace the last of the current IIT­JEE 
version. Here are three things to remember while you prepare 

For every engineering aspirant, getting into IIT is a dream. Lakhs of students every year (Approx. 5 lakh in 
2011) compete for few thousand seats (9,800 in 2011). The competition is intense.  
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Approximately five 
lakh students compete for 9,800 seats at the IITS.  

 

Begin your preparation here, with some tips that will go a long way in these final stages of preparation. 1. You 
will be hearing of how students completed preparing for the JEE at younger ages, or feel shaky because you 
didn’t score as well in mock tests. A lot of students start giving up at this stage. It is imperative to remain 
confident. Believe in yourself and keep going. 2. No one, till date, has scored 100% marks in IIT JEE. In fact, 
the IIT topper scores around 80% marks. If you score around 55 %, you are still in the top 1000 ranks in the 
country. The cut-off is as low as 40% marks! So even if you have not finished the full syllabus, you still can 
make it. You will not be solving all the questions on all the topics so one can safely skip a few questions and 
still be a top ranker . 3. Understanding the dynamics of peer expectations and family role will be important for 
the student. The IIT JEE preparation itself gets you a semi-celebrity status, putting you in the spotlight for your 
friends and family. So much attention adds to anxiety and nervousness. Avoiding is impolite and updating 
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everyone about whole preparation is a task in itself and loss of energy. Switch off your cell phone and let 
Facebook rest for a while. Avoid meeting too many people and focus all your energy on preparing for the exam.  

Legislative delay holds up degrees of 1,800 students  
14 Mar 2012, The Times of India (New Delhi edition) 

New Delhi: With their future in limbo, around 1,800 students of the Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu 
University, have written to HRD minister Kapil Sibal urging the government to pass the legislation giving their 
institute legal sanctity. The ‘Institutes of Technology (Amendment) Bill 2011’ has been pending before the 
Rajya Sabha for almost a year.  

The students of 2010 and 2011 batches have been waiting for their degrees for a year now thanks to the 
legislative delay. “As the bill is getting delayed in the Rajya Sabha, it is creating serious problems for our future 
careers. The uncertainty over the conversion of IT-BHU to IIT-BHU is also creating an unhealthy atmosphere 
in the campus,” the letter said. The communication has been signed by all the students.  

The move to upgrade the institute to an IIT was made after several rounds of consultations and discussions with 
HRD ministry officials and was passed by the Lok Sabha in March 2011.  

The bill seeks to amend the Institutes of Technology Act, 1961, which declares certain institutes of technology 
to be institutions of national importance and to add eight new IITS in Bhubaneswar, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad, 
Indore, Jodhpur, Mandi, Patna and Ropar. It also seeks to integrate the IT-BHU within the ambit of the Act and 
is likely to increase its functional autonomy.  

Speaking in Lok Sabha, Sibal had assured agitated BJP members that Banaras Hindu University would not be 
bifurcated in the process of giving IIT status to its Institute of Technology. The legislation is also expected to 
address issues of shortage of staff and quality faculty.  

 


